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PEA CROP CONDITION REPORT 


Information for Week Ending July 4 Compiled 
Division of 


Wet weather continues to menace pea crop in New York 
and certain sections of Wisconsin, while dry weather has 
m*terially reduced yields on a large portion of the acreage 
in Colorado, Utah, and Washington-Oregon District No. I, 
according to reports received by the Association's Division of 
Statistics. The quality of peas packed to date is reported to 
be above the average, except in a few cases where excessive 
rain prevented harvesting at the time desired. Aphid infesta- 
tion continues serious in some sections of Wisconsin. 


Matne—Continued cool weather and rain have retarded 
maturity a week or ten days. Pods are setting very well, but 
sunshine and hot weather are needed to make them fill 
properly. 

New York I—Heavy rains during the week have retarded 
maturity and harvesting very much. Damage from weather 
and root rot is estimated at about 10 per cent. Aphids seem 
to be disappearing. Fungus is appearing in many fields, and 
is killing the aphids. Packing started June 29 with one 
field yielding 82 cases per acre. Yields on the following 
days, however, were materially lower, ranging from 60 to 
70 cases, 

New York Il—Very heavy rainfall during the week has 
caused more damage from root rot, but aphid condition ap- 
pears to be improved. Some fields show yellowing of vines 
and heavy growth of weeds. Fill of pod is only fair. 

New York II]—Excessive rains and cool weather during 
the past week have slowed the harvesting of early plantings. 
Little more than one-third of the Alaska acreage has been 
harvested. Pods on Sweets developing slowly because of cool 
weather. Aphids not serious. 


New York IV—Excessive rains have reduced yields on 
early varieties. Late Sweets are developing slowly but have 
better prospects if aphids do not become more serious. 

I11—This district has about completed its 
pack of Sweets. Cool temperatures and occasional showers 
have checked aphid damage and developed Sweet peas much 
better than usual for this section. Both quality and yields are 
much better than average. 


Onto—The Alaska pack is finished in this district with 
yields considerably better than last year, which was a poor 
year for Alaskas. The pack of Perfections will begin about 
the 5th or 6th. There is a heavy growth of vines with a very 
good set of pod. Excessive rains and cool weather, however, 
have developed lots of root rot. Some fields may break down 
if hot weather comes before the pack is finished. 

Micnuican—The packing of Alaskas is about finished in the 
central part of the State, and pack is just beginning in the 
eastern part. Yields have been about average. Packing of 
Sweets has been delayed because of rain and cool weather. 


Wisconsin I—Alaska pack is finished in this district with 
yields from 70 to 75 cases. Sweet peas are developing very 
well but aphid infestation is rapidly increasing. 


Wisconsin I]—The pack of Alaskas is about finished in 
this district. Excessive rains prevented harvesting of some 
fields and retarded the harvest of others. The larger yields 
obtained on the latter, however, may offset the abandonment. 
Late Sweets show very heavy vine growth. Some root rot has 
appeared because of excessive moisture. Canning has been 
delayed because of cool weather, slowing maturity. Packing 
will probably get under way the 5th or 6th. A few early 
runs on Sweets have shown good quality. Many fields of 
late Sweets are seriously infested with aphid, and a number 
of canners are using airplane for dusting but report poor 
control. 

(Continued on page 6258) 


WAGE-HOUR RECOMMENDATIONS EXPECTED 
SOON ON CANNERS’ SEASONAL EXEMPTION 


Answer “Area of Production” Problem 
also Expected at Same Time 


Officials of the Wage and Hour Division of the United 
States Department of Labor hope to be able to release at an 
early date recommendations for the approval of the admin- 
istrator on the question of whether the canning of fresh 
fruits and vegetables is an industry of a seasonal nature 
and therefore entitled to the limited hours exemption of 
section 7(b) (3) of the Fair Labor Standards Act, in addi- 
tion to the total hours exemption available under section 
7(c). At the same time it is expected that findings of fact 
and a recommendation with respect to a redefinition of “area 
of production” also will be released by the Division. 


Applications for a determination that canning of fresh 
fruits and vegetables is a seasonal industry under section 
7(b) (3) of the Act were invited by the Wage and Hour 
Division in a press release of June 3 and on June 14 the 
Division announced that a public hearing would be held 
on July 1 for the purpose of receiving evidence on which 
to base a determination. At the hearing on July 1, 10 State 
and local canners’ associations and a number of individual 
canners presented applications and testimony for the addi- 
tional hours exemption. Statements in opposition to the 
granting of the exemption were presented by labor organiza- 
tions, representatives of the employees of several companies, 
and by a canner of vegetables. 

The issuance of findings of fact and recommendations re- 
garding the definition of “area of production” constitute the 
next step in Colonel Fleming's announced reexamination of 
the “area of production” problem. Early in May the Wage 
and Hour Division held a series of hearings at which testi- 
mony on the operation of the present definition of “area of 
production” was taken. 
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Wisconstn I1]—Canning was started in this district on 
June 27 and was in full swing by July 2. Peas have been 
maturing slowly with temperatures not above 70 during the 
day and down to 55 at night. Yields have been lower than 
prospects a week or two ago indicated. Quality, however, 
has been generally good. Alaskas have produced a larger- 
than-average percentage of small siftings. Water damage has 
been somewhat greater than previously reported. Cool 
weather is saving the crop, but if a sudden hot wave should 
develop, there would be considerable bunching and loss of 
peas affected by root rot. There is sufficient moisture in this 
district to develop late Sweets if no more rain is obtained. 
Aphid infestation conditions are serious in many fields but 
fungus has been quite active in the last few days and has 
reduced the aphid population. 


Wisconsin 1V—Packing began in this district July 1. The 
first few days of packing produced low yields but excep- 
tionally good quality. Yields are expected to improve as 
Alaska pack progresses. Temperatures have ranged from 57 
to 70 degrees, which has retarded maturity. 


Wisconsin V—Only about one-half inch rainfall during 
the week. Cool weather has been ideal for development of 
Sweets, but pods are filling slowly. Alaska pack in the south- 
ern part will finish about July 7. Yields have been about 
10 per cent larger than 1939. Quality continues good with 
about 23 per cent two-sieve. Aphid infestation has become 
heavy during the last few days but no dusting as yet. 


Minnesota—-Southern tier of counties in Minnesota has 
had about three inches of well-distributed rainfall during 
the last two weeks. Other parts of the State have had too 
much rain, more than ten inches for June. Most fields are, 
however, reported to be in good condition. Temperatures 
have been below normal. Aphid infestation is serious in 
some sections. Late Sweets, particularly, have been dam- 
aged. Early plantings are past the danger point. 


Cotoravo—Alaskas and early Sweets have been seriously 
damaged from dry weather, with yields ranging from 40 
to 55 cases. A much needed rain this past week has mate- 
rially improved prospects for late Sweets, the yields of 
which are now estimated at 85 cases. 


Uran—High temperatures, which have been affecting the 
peas in Utah for the past week or two, continued during the 
week. Most parts of the State had a good rain storm, 
however, which is the first natural moisture received since 
May. This rain came too late to help most of the peas. 
The extra late Sweets, however, may receive considerable 
benefit from it, particularly in the southern part of the 
State. The Perfection pack is now in full swing with a wide 
range of yields. Reporters estimate, however, that the 
yields for the State will probably be somewhat shorter than 
last year. 


Wyvominc—Early plantings show about 2 per cent loss 
due to root rot. Rains and low temperatures have helped 
filling of pods a great deal. Vines are short, particularly 
in Perfections. Prospects now indicate a yield of about 125 
cases per acre. 


Wasnincton-Ornecon I—There has been no material 
change in conditions in this district since last week's report, 
except that temperatures have been somewhat lower than 
the record high temperatures of a week ago. However, 
there has been no rain. Fields harvested to date have pro- 
duced approximately 1,800 pounds per acre, which is about 
75 per cent of last year’s yield. If the present weather con- 
ditions continue, fields remaining to be harvested will prob- 
ably not exceed 75 per cent of last year. 


Wasuincton-Orecon Il—Packing of early Sweets began 
on July 2. The late Sweet pack will start about July 20, 
The stand of early peas is only fair. Because of lack of 
rain the yields may not exceed 80 cases. Prospects for late 
peas are somewhat better. No aphid infestation. 


Temperature and Rainfall Data 


The following table shows temperature and rainfall data 
for the weeks ending July 4, 1939, and July 2, 1940: 
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Washington-Oregon II 
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Reported Acreage and Yields of Peas 


The table below gives the reported acreage of peas for 
canning only: 


Yields of peas per acre for the last year, together with 
the estimates for 1940 that reporters have submitted to the 
Division of Statistics up to date, are presented in the fol- 
lowing table: 
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Reporting District 
New York I 


New York III 
New York IV 
Middle-Atlantic I..... 
Middle-Atlantic IT. ... 
Middle-Atantic III... 


Wisconsin I 
Wisconsin II. 
Wisconsin 


Washington-Oregon I. . 
Washington-Oregon II. 
Puget Sound 


Fruit and Vegetable Market Competition 
hural 
Cute Marketing 


Carlot shipments of green and wax beans, lima beans, and 
tomatoes during the week ending June 29, 1940, were consid- 
erably larger than during the comparable week of 1939, 
according to figures compiled by the Agricultural Marketing 
Service. Shipments of green peas and spinach were smaller. 
Shipments of domestic citrus were 2,558 carloads as com- 
pared with 3,145 carloads during the week ending June 29, 
1939, 

The following table, compiled from statistics of the Agri- 
cultural Marketing Service, gives detailed comparisons of 
carlot shipments on certain dates of selected vegetables and 
fruits: 

Week ending — Season total to— 
VEGRTANLES June 20 June 29, June 22, June 29, June 29, 
039 1940 


76 «66.479 «864,013 
2,168 18,921 12,958 
3,504 
5,558 


Beans, snap and lima.......... 63 
129 263 «4,505 
2 0 6,136 
608 1,301 48,738 49,204 
rRUITS 
Citrus, domestic 
Imports. . 


80. 137 
Othera, domeatic. 


1.902 1.498 14,040 9,938 


Freight Car Loadings Expected to Rise 


Freight car loadings in the third quarter of 1940 are ex- 
pected to be about nine per cent above actual loadings in 
the same quarter of 1939, according to estimates just com- 
piled by the thirteen Shippers’ Advisory Boards. On the 
hasis of those estimates, freight car loadings of the 29 
principal commodities will be 6,173,298 cars in the third 
quarter of 1940, compared with 5,663,517 actual car loadings 
for the same commodities in the corresponding period in the 
preceding year. 

An increase is forecast of 1.8 per cent in the carloadings of 
conned foods, including all canned food products, catsup, 
jams, jellies, olives, pickles, preserves, etc. 


Cherry Condition Reports Summarized 
— by Districts for Week Ending July 4 


Condition reports received by the Association’s Division 
of Statistics for the week ending July 4 have been sum- 
marized by the Division for reporting districts as follows: 


New York I anp IIl—There was considerable rain in this 
section during the week. Ground rot appeared in some or- 
chards and shot-hole fungus in others. Estimates of the 
crop vary considerably with the bulk of these districts, par- 
ticularly along the Lake, reporting about 75 per cent of 
last year’s crop. Further from the Lake, however, reporters 
indicate there is a full crop with very little damage from 
shot-hole fungus or other disease. A large amount of rain 
has increased the size of the cherries. Cherries are just 
beginning to ripen in this section. 


New York III anp [V—There is very little change in the 
crop prospects in Districts III and IV. Reporters continue to 
estimate the crop in District IV at 80 to 85 per cent of last 
year. 


Micuican I ano IIl—There was not much change in the 
cherry crop in these districts during the week. Cold rainy 
weather has caused the crop to develop very slowly. Some 
reporters indicate slightly better prospects than reported a 
= ago. Cherry packing will start in this section about 

uly 15. 


Micuican III ano IV—Cherry crop in Oceana county 
continues to be favorable with prospects about as good as 
last year. A number of growers in other parts of this sec- 
tion have increased their estimates, stating that the crop 
looks distinctly better than ten days ago. They now esti- 
mate their crop at 80 per cent of last year’s production. 
Other growers farther south indicate that the crop will not 
be more than 50 per cent of last year. For the entire dis- 
trict (No. III) the estimate has been increased to 75 per 
cent of last year. Packing will start about July 8. 

Wasuincton—lIn the Puyallup district, the cherry crop is 
estimated at about 85 per cent of normal. Picking will 
begin about the 6th of July. In the northern part of the 
State the red cherry crop is reported to be about the same 
as 1939 and will be ready to pack about July 15. 


Firms Admitted to Membership in Association 


The following firms have been admitted to membership 
in the Association since April 20, 1940: 


A. G. Allen Canning Co., Cordova, Alaska 

Bellingham Canning Co., Seattle, Wash. 

California Conserveng Inc., Francisco, Calif. 

‘oods, Inc., Waupun, W 
stal Falls Fish Co., Seattle, Wash, 

El amar Packing Co., Inc., Seattle, Wash. 

Hartmann Canning Co., Inc., Macedon, N. Y. 

F. A. Hurd Canning Co., Rosebur x ee 

—— Island Fishing, Trading & Packing Co., Seattle, 
as 

Lippincott Company, Cincinnati, Ohio 

Charles Mills, Lewes, Del. 

Oceana Canning Co., ‘Shelby, Mich. 

Sathre Fish Products Co attle, Wash. 

Thomas Quality Kitchen, ‘Portland, Oregon 

Vernon Canning Co., Los Angeles, Calif. 

Whiz Packing , Ketchikan, Alaska 

Young & Trones, Cordova, Alaska 
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Indexes of Prices, Employment, and Payrolls 


Retell Prise Table Now Based on Average of 1968-89 
Rather Than Former Basis of 1923-25 


The retail price index of canned fruits and vegetables on 
May 14, 1940, was at the same point as on April 16, 1940, 
and 1.4 points higher than on May 16, 1939, according to 
the Bureau of Labor Statistics. The index for fresh fruits 
and vegetables on May 14 of this year was 9.1 points higher 
than on May 16, 1939, and the all-foods index rose 3.0 points 
over the 1939 figure. 


These retail price indexes are from a revised series and 
are based on an average for the years 1935-39, rather than 
on the former basis of the years 1923-25. The Bureau of 
Labor Statistics is using the average for the years 1935-39 
in presenting the revised indexes of retail food costs in 
accordance with a recommendation of the Central Statistical 
Board. 


In addition the Bureau has changed the formula for esti- 
mating the statistics of family expenditures for retail foods. 
This was done in conformance with the result of an intensive 
study of the family expenditures of the wage earners and 
lower salary workers during the years 1934-36, which was 
made by the Bureau of Labor Statistics. - 

Differences and changes in retail food costs, as shown by 
the revised index series compared with the unrevised data, 
are due largely to increases in the relative importance of 
citrus fruits and green vegetables and to the decreased 
weights on cereals, potatoes and apples. The change in 
retail food costs, as shown by the revised index, from April 
to May is approximately the same as that shown by the 
unrevised index. 

The Association's Division of Statistics will mail a copy 
upon request of the revised series of these retail price indexes. 
The series is now available on a monthly basis from January, 
1935, to May, 1940. 


The following table shows the retail price indexes for all 
foods, fresh fruits and vegetables, and canned fruits and 
vegetables on various dates: 


Retail Pricee 
May 14, April 16, March 12, May 16, 
1940 1940 1940 1939 


The wholesale price index for all foods on June 29, 1940, 
had declined .4 point from June 22 but was 2.3 points 
higher than on July 1, 1939. The all-commodity wholesale 
price index was 77.1, which is the same as for the preceding 
week, but which is 1.6 points higher than on July 1, 1939. 
The following table on wholesale prices is based on the 
average for the single year 1926 taken as 100 per cent: 


W hal, le Pei 


June 8, 
1940 

77.4 

70.5 


June 1, 
1940 
77.8 
70.8 


June 15, 
1940 
77.4 
70.2 


June 20, June 22, 
1940 1940 


July 1 
1939 


75.5 
67.4 


77.1 
70.1 


Employment indexes for the canning and preserving in- 
dustry were .8 of a point lower for May, 1940, than for the 
all-industry employment index. The canning and preserving 


index registered a drop of 5.2 points since April, and is 10.1 
points lower than for May, 1939. In the following table the 
indexes for employment and payrolls are based on the 
average for the years 1923-25 taken as 100 per cent: 


——Employment——. 
May April May 
1940 §=1040 , 1939 


99.0 99.6 93.0 
98.2 103.4 108.3 


——Payrolls—— 
May April May 
1940 1040 1039 
06.4 96.3 85.0 
87.9 83.2 02.6 


New Designations of Surplus Vegetables in Food 
amp Pan Ave 


The official list of surplus foods that will be available 
for the period July 1 through July 21 to families taking 
part in the food order stamp plan, has been announced by 
the Department of Agriculture. 

Included are new and continued designations of seasonal 
surplus vegetables which can be obtained in exchange for 
blue food stamps in stamp plan areas where the fresh vege- 
tables are in surplus. Fresh vegetables were first made 
available under the plan on June 10, and seasonal designa- 
tions will be continued through the summer as surpluses are 
indicated in various sections. 

All nationally designated commodities that have been on 
the surplus list for the June 10-30 period will be continued 
for the July 1 to July 21 period, except fresh oranges. 

These foods, which will be obtainable with blue food 
stamps in all stamp plan areas, are: butter, raisins, rice, 
pork lard, all pork (except that cooked or packed in metal 
or glass containers), corn meal, shell eggs, dried prunes, 
hominy grits, dry edible beans, wheat flour, and whole wheat 
(graham) flour. 

In addition the following fresh vegetables, some of which 
are continued from the June 10-30 designations, will be 
available for blue food stamps in stamp plan areas of the 
following States, for the July 1 to July 21 period: 

Beets, cabbage, carrots, peas, snap beans, and spinach in 
the stamp plan areas of Arizona, California, Colorado, Idaho, 
Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, Utah, Washington, 
and Wyoming; 

Tomatoes in the stamp plan areas of Arizona, California, 
Colorado, Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, Utah, and Wash- 
ington; 

Cabbage, peas, spinach, and snap beans in the stamp plan 
areas of Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minne- 
sota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, Ohio, South Dakota, 
Wisconsin, and Kentucky; 

Cabbage, carrots, snap beans, and tomatoes in the stamp 
plan areas of Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, North Carolina, Oklahoma, South Carolina, 
Tennessee, and Texas; 

Beets, cabbage, carrots, peas, and spinach in the stamp 
plan areas of Connecticut, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, 
New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode 
Island, Vermont, and Virginia; 

Snap beans in the stamp plan areas of Connecticut, Mary- 
land, Massachusetts, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, 
Rhode Island, and Virginia. 
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TRADE IN CANNED FOODS 


Foodstuffs Division Domestic and Export 
Situation May 


Combined shipments from packers’ hands during the 
month of May, 1940, of four major seasonal canned vege- 
tables, pitted red cherries, and condensed and evaporated 
milk, totalled 9,088,000 cases, as compared with 10,126,000 
cases during May, 1939. Total shipments of these items to 
June 1, 1940, however, were about 3 per cent larger than 
for the corresponding period last year, according to an 
analysis of the domestic and export situation prepared by 
the Foodstuffs Division of the Bureau of Foreign and Domes- 
tic Commerce. 


The remainder of the analysis is as follows: 


“Shipments during the 1939-40 season to June 1, 1940, 
of a representative group of seasonal canned foods totalled 
142,000,000 cases, compared with 137,500,000 cases during 
the 1938-39 season up to June 1, 1939. The figures include 
for each year condensed and evaporated milk, peas, corn, 
tomatoes, tomato juice, pitted red cherries, and shipments 
from California only of apricots, cherries, pears, peaches, 
fruit salad, and fruit cocktail. 

“Stocks in canners’ hands on June 1, 1940, of the same 
items plus canned salmon, totalled 27,150,000 cases, com- 
pared with 35,500,000 cases held by packers on June 1, 1939. 

“May witnessed a substantial drop in canned food exports, 
since by that time most of the shipments contracted for 
prior to the British import control order had moved forward. 
The effect of the absence from the United States market of 
this most important foreign customer for canned foods is 
reflected in total May exports of 490,000 cases, less than half 
of the 1,080,000 cases exported in May 1939. Canned fruit 
exports to all countries of the world dropped from 600,000 
cases in May, 1939, to 60,000 cases in May, 1940. 

“Exports of canned foods from the United States during 
the 1939-40 season up to June 1, 1940, totalled 15,800,000 
cases, compared with 13,350,000 cases during the comparable 
period of the previous season. Increased exportation of 


canned vegetables, up from 1,300,000 cases in 1938-39 to | 


2,975,000 cases in 1939-40, was the main contributor to the 
increase in the total. Fruit juices, canned fish, and canned 
milk also went abroad in larger quantities during 1939-40. 

“Imports of canned foods into the United States during the 
1939-40 season up to June 1 totalled 3,900,000 cases, com- 
pared with 4,400,000 cases during the previous season to the 
same date. A decline of more than a million cases in im- 
ports of canned vegetables, largely tomato products from 
Italy, was more than responsible for the net decline in total 
canned foods. Canned fruit imports in 1939-40 amounted 
to 1,600,000 cases, an increase of nearly 500,000 cases over 
1938-39, 

“The movement of canned fruits from Australia and British 
Malaya, largely to the United Kingdom, was at normal levels 
during May, 1940, totalling for both areas about 600,000 
cases, compared with 700,000 cases in May, 1939. This is a 
reversal of the cumulative situation which prevailed during 
the first four months of 1940, for which ei exports of 
canned fruits from Australia and British Malaya combined 
had been 600,000 cases smaller than during the first four 
months of 1939. Combined exports of apricots, peaches, 
and pears from Australia and of pineapples from British 
Malaya from the beginning of 1940 through May totalled 
1,425,000 cases. The comparable 1939 figure was 2,130,000 
cases, 


Pea Root Rot 
Moisture, Fertility, and Fertilizer Placement Relations in 
Wisconsin 


Results of recent studies at the Wisconsin Experiment Sta- 
tion on the relation of fertilizer to severity of root rot of 
peas on Colby silt loam have been published in the Journal 
of Agricultural Research. 

“In field experiments conducted on five soil types in five 
locations in Wisconsin the comparative productiveness of 
peas and the relative severity of root rot was studied when 
fertilizer was applied in various ways. In non-root-rot soils 
with 200 pounds and 300 pounds per acre of 2-12-6 and 
0-20-10 fertilizers, the greatest increases in yield, averaging 
13.7 to 22.2 per cent above that of the untreated plots, were 
secured when the fertilizer was applied down the same drill 
spout with the seed. When the fertilizer was applied about 
1% inches to the side of and at the same level as the seed 
the increases averaged less than 10 per cent. In general 
the same relative results were secured in the root-rot infested 
soil, with the additional important fact that the percentages 
of increases in yield were much greater. The difference in 
the plots where fertilizer was placed at the side of the seed 
varied from a decrease of 14 per cent to an increase of 68 
per cent over the control, while in the cases where the 
fertilizer was applied with the seed the increases were from 
46 to 248 per cent.” 

The Raw Products Bureau of the Association has ob- 
tained separates of this article, containing details of the 
experiments conducted, which will be sent to members upon 
request directed to the Bureau. 


Labeling of Corn on the Cob 


The Association is in receipt of a letter from Dr. P. B. 
Dunbar, assistant chief of the Food and Drug Administra- 
tion, in reply to an inquiry respecting the declaration of 
the contents of canned corn on the cob, which states: 


“We are of the opinion that the requirements of section 
403(e) (2) and regulations thereunder will be met by a decla- 
ration of the quantity of contents of canned corn on the cob 
in terms of the numbers of ears in the can alone, assuming, 
of course, that the ears of corn are approximately the same 
size, are packed in the can as tightly as possible, and are cut 
so that their length closely approximates the height of the 
can. 

“If later developments show that this method of ee ys 
the quantity of food in the can is not accurate or fully in 
formative, a modification of this opinion of course will be 
necessary, and an appropriate announcement will be made.” 


Veterans Bureau Seeks Bids on Canned Fruit 


The Veterans Administration is asking for bids, to be 
opened on July 23, on 3,450 cases (No. 10 cans) of solid 
pack peaches, and 14,900 cases of yellow cling peaches. 
Bids to be opened on July 24 are also asked on 15,000 cases 
of Bartlett pears. Deliveries are to be made f.o.b. Perry- 
ville, Md., San Francisco, and Chicago. 

Copies of the invitations, including specifications and gen- 
eral conditions, can be obtained by communicating with the 
— Division, Veterans Administration, Washington, 


Spray Injury to Vegetable Crops 

Studies reported in the March-April bi-monthly bulletin 
of the Ohig Experiment Station throw some new light on 
injury to tomatoes, lima beans, carrots, and other vegetables 
from spraying with fungicides for disease control, Ap- 
parently the insoluble or fixed coppers may cause injury 
although the adverse effects may be less than with Bordeaux, 

When tomatoes, carrots, or one of the cucurbits is treated 
for control of foliage diseases, what probably happens is 
that “net increases in yield due to spraying are finally ob- 
tained if, and frequently only if, defoliation of the untreated 
controls is severe enough to cause a considerable decrease 
in yield.” 

The article states that “the spraying of experimental 
plots of tomatoes at Wooster for the control of Septoria leaf 
spot has consistently failed to bring about any increase in 
yield over untreated plants unless the disease was severe 
enough to cause rather marked defoliation (a loss of at least 
20 per cent of the leaves) in the absence of sprays.” 

Tests carried out on lima beans showed that the practice 
of spraying is of little value, in most instances, largely be- 
cause the amount of injury caused by spraying offsets any 
beneficial effects which may accrue from disease control. 

The Raw Products Bureau has obtained a limited number 
of copies of this report that are available to members on 
request. 


Unsold Stocks of Canned Salmon 


Unsold stocks of canned salmon on June 30, 1940, 
amounted to 750,835 actual cases, compared with 1,120,878 
cases on Mey 31, 1940. and 999.827 cases on June 30, 1939, 
according to statistics compiled by the Association of 
Pacific Fisheries. 

These figures are based on reports from companies can- 
ning 99 per cent of the 1939 pack and 98 per cent of the 


1938 pack. The following table gives details on unsold 
stocks: 
Total Total 
GRADES OR VARIETIES Talls Flats Halves June 30, June 30, 
(1 pound) (1 pound) (8 dozen) 1940 1030 
Chinooks or Kings: Cases Cases Cases Cases Cases 
Faney Red ; 1,871 1,074 4.400 8.305 30,137 
Standard 606 2,320 2.802 5,008 11,680 
Pale 138 191 329 1,541 
White 61 i 828 00 329 
Puget Sound Sockeyes 12 5.200 25,506 51,306 
Alaska Reds 515.450 4.060 78.800 500,228 727.170 
Cohoes, Silvers, and Me- 
dium Reds 16,3901 7.080 24.440 48,921 77 818 
Pinks... 10,025 3.143 26,3490 40.417 76,500 
Chums 15,543 4 4.766 20.314 20,058 
Bluebacks 540 540 1,361 
Steelheads Ge ses 407 028 
Totals 100,868 26.276 163.601 750,835 900,827 


Pea Weevil Control 


The Extension Service of the State College of Washington 
has just issued a bulletin entitled “Pea Weevil Control in 
Washington,” which gives helpful information on the life 
history and habits of this insect, and the principal sources 
of pea weevil infestation. Control measures are also dis- 
cussed, including use of rotenone dust, the best time and 
rate of application of such dust to canning and freezing 
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peas, supervision of large-scale dusting operations, types of 
dusting equipment, and use of border trap strips. Adoption 
of certain cultural and sanitation practices is also recom- 
mended, including use of weevil-free seed, destruction of 
infested peas left on the field and of weevils in harvested 
seeds, and prompt harvesting of seed peas. This publication 
is Washington Extension Bulletin 254 and the Association's 
Raw Products Bureau will be glad to furnish copies upon 
request. 


Registration of Tomato Juice in Pennsylvania 


Tomato juice has been classified as a still drink within 
the meaning of the Pennsylvania Carbonated Beverages and 
Still Drinks Law and must, therefore, be registered for lawful 
sale in that State. 


Applications for registration should be addressed to the 
Bureau of Foods and Chemistry, Department of Agriculture, 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, and are accepted only from the 
actual manufacturers or bottlers of the product. The regis- 
tration fee is $50 a year, and a certificate of registration is 
good for one year from date of issuance. Other beverages 
manufactured by the same company may be included on one 
certificate without additional charge. 


Cloudy Spot on Tomatoes 


From studies recently conducted at the New York Agri- 
cultural Experiment Station at Geneva, it has been found 
that cloudy spots appearing on tomatoes at ripening time 
are the result of the feeding of certain insects belonging to 
the family of pentatomids. The harlequin bug or stink bug 
is a well known member of this group. Ripe fruit seemed 
to be preferred, although half ripe or green fruit are some- 
times attacked. Injury to the tomato fruit from these 
insects results largely from extraction of juices and the 
partial destruction of some of the fruit tissues. A descrip- 
tion of the pentatomid causing most of the damage, together 
with its seasonal history and possible control measures, are 
contained in a recent article appearing in the Journal of 
Economic Entomology. Separates of this article may be 
obtained by addressing a request to the Raw Products Bureau 
of the Association. 
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